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With new takes on light
and space, town homes
are offering a twist on
the traditional condo.

Davip Hay

The facade of the new town house complex has 27
windows of differing sizes, all placed In a seemingly ran-
dom pattern aeross the 80-foot-long front wall, The
@loss panes have been pushed out 6 Inches. and the
backs of their frames have been painted a variety of
hues, 50 a8 the sun rises, the four-story stuceo buflding
glows with soft, shifting color, The effect is akin to that
of a glant wall of flat-panel TVs. and according to Santa
Monijea architects Hadrian Predock and John Frane,
the facade pays homage to the world of movies.

“The building Is in Hollywood after all,” Predock
sald.

But the compelling face of 1522 Detroit St. also rep-
résents something much larger: a clty in trangition. As
the region grows more dense, architects and develop-
eT® continue to look for ways to create new types of liv-
Ing arrangements — in this case, a clever complex that
uses the elty's town home ordinance to squeeze 15 resi-
dences anto a 14,000-square-foot lot

Dubbed Habitat 15 and scheduled for completion
later this summer, the compléx is meant to appeal to
young professlonals who are eager to step up from
apartment living but cannot afford most traditional
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LET THE SUNSHINE IN: mrhi:m Hadrinn Predock, at top,
walks by the window of a nearly completed town home at Habitat
15. Abundant skylights and windows in the town house complex are
meant to flood the multistory units with light

Time to stepup
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