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Canyon House: A Private Qasis

By DANIELLE GILLESPIE
Sraff Wrirer

v be able o work al home
I was the poal Tor married
couple ond architects Maork

Cigolle and Kim Coleman when
designing their own home at 455
Upper Mesa Road in Rustic
Canyon.

Campleted in 1992, the three-
story Canyon House 1= bailt into
the slope of a hillside with the
top level serving as the eniry-
way. Crgolle amd Coleman clear-
Iy delincated between public amd
privale. space by devoting each
level of the house to a specific
Jurpose

The third story serves as o
workspace [or business and
clients; the second story as o
shared space for family and
friends, and the first Noor for the
family s bedrooms.

The more than 6 000-2-t
house 15 pow owned by Seve
Richards, an entertninment exoec-
utive, amd s on the market for
about 553 million

“What 1 think is so fantastic
aboiit this howse is the foct it is
in Rustic Canyvon,” said George

Penner, |l|:|_'\|l.h,'lll: 0l
Densy/Penner & Partners, o real
esiate brokerage selling the
house. s close (o o prent park
with tennis  courts  [Rustic
Canyon  Recreation Center s
around the comer] and is a walk
from the beach,”™

Cigolle and Coleman ook
advantage ol the vear-round
sunshine in Southern Califor-
i, level of the
has floor-to-ceiling windows
offering spectacular views of
the ocean and canyon (look-
ng Lo i Chautaugua
Houlevard),

Plus, "nearly every door in
this house apens out o o terrace,
garden or deck space.” Penner
maid,

Although the house has o
workspauce on the entry level,
Penner satl the studio (1o the lef
of the front foyer) does pot pec-
essarily have to be used for busi
nesss puirposes. Interested buyers
have talked about converting the
studio info 8 workout room or an
exir girage to store a car collec-
tion, A two-story, goruge @5 adjs
cenl to the studio

Stairs lead down o the living

Each house

room, which Teatures two floor-
to-ceiling glass screen doors that
can be opened (0 make the deck
part of the living room, blurmng
the lines between indoors and
ouitdoors.

Adjacent to the living room is
a goest bedroom and  medis
oo, both with exposed con-
crete walls contrasted with steel
and warm woods o creale o
sense of warmth. A pearby den
offers o quiet, serene space with
windows providing views of the
garden beyvond

Acstee] frame in the shape of
an X osepariies the den and the
climing oo and peis os @ huffer
Ini the diming room, small rectan-
gular windows lined with copper
trim e o images of fo
glass-screen doors leading out w
i deck,

The lurge kitchen has space
for o table and is equipped with
Miecle appliances. Above the
kitchen 15 0 guest suite with o sen
grass rug amd Noor-to-ceiling
wirdlows,

“This guest suile 15 50 vour
closest frend can be nedarby and
a mile away,” Penner said, not-
ing the mom contains 18 own
bath and has o separpte exit

On the lowest level of the
house is @ bedmom designed for
two young childeen o share.

With some minor construction
wark, “the room can be separat-
ed into two moms,” Penner said.

In the center of the room, with
maple Moors and white walls, is
a play aren. The beds are hidden
behind half’ walls. Each side of
the room has o closet and full
baths with playful tiles in hues
of red, vellow, green and black,
The children have their own
deck thot leads 1o the' grassy
lawm and lap pool.

The adjacent master bedroom
fentures two balconies nnd a fire
place, The walk-in closets and
master bath are not enclosed bt
separated by half walls ) creas
mm open space- while muintaining
u sense of privacy. From the
woman's closer, o door opens 1o
un enclosed private deck, which
wonld be o perfect place for o
Jacwrzi, Penner <aid

Fhroughout the house. the
prchifects use transparent frosied
gluss o have light Mow into the
house, but Lreate a sense of pri-
vacy,” Penner said. The hotsso
was also angled on the double
liot, 5o that the neighbor's home
15 hardly visible

“Iredlly love this house,” Pen-
ner said, “l's noguiel oasis inoan
urban setting.”

For more information, contisct
Deasy/Penner &  Partners ol
Wi deasypenner.com.
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